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Dudley MBC General Risk Assessment Record

	Directorate
	Children’s Services

	Division
	Family Solutions

	Assessment Reference Number
	
	Revision Number
	2

	Date of Assessment
	16.05.2022

	Description of Task/Activity/Premises assessed
	Go-karting

	People considered by this assessment
	Employees / Volunteers
	X
	Women of child bearing age
	X

	
	Young Persons/Children
	X
	Contractors
	 

	
	Visitors (invited)
	X
	Members of Public
	X

	
	Others (Specify below)
	
	
	

	
	

	Benefit of Activity
	1. Fun and exhilarating

2. Inclusive activity

3. Enables self-directed play, opportunity to follow own interests and develop in an exciting and stimulating environment

4. Physical activity

5. Communication skills, negotiation skills and teamwork. 

6. Children learn about bikes, trikes and scooters.

7. Children will learn basic maintenance of motors. 

8. Children learn to assess risks independently. 

9. For many children the go-karting will be a new, exciting and rewarding experience. 

10. Go-karting will encourage specific play types, (eg. deep play, locomotive play).

11. Staff ensure bikes purchased are inclusive and that all can join in ensuring that all are able to make a positive contribution. 

12. Stress release.
13. Social opportunities.  

	Reference No of Linked Assessments
	

	Lead Assessor
	Ella Blewitt

	Assessors signature
	Ella Blewitt

	Others involved in the assessment
	

	Manager
	Amanda Grove

	Manager’s Signature
	A Grove

	Date for review
	15.05.2023
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	No
	Hazard
	Hazard/Risk Description
	Existing Control Measures
	Residual Risk

(L)(M)(H)
	Further Action Required

	1
	Injury through use of go-karts
	· Trip hazards / slippy surface / sharp objects / barriers enabling bikes to crash.

· Sharp objects on the floor which could puncture tires and cause accidents. 
· Children riding bikes in areas that are not intended for use.
	· Ensure that the play space is safe for children to access on bikes. 

· Ensure that the play area and pathways are free of trip hazards, barriers and sharp items and has been ground checked prior to all sessions commencing.

· Daily safety checks to be conducted on entire site to ensure it is safe for use.

· Cones used to indicate no kart zones. This is covered in safety talks. 


	M
	Dynamic risk assessment

Staff to remain vigilant to ensure go-karts are used in a safe way

	2
	Use of bikes
	· Unsafe or faulty bikes that could result in accident / injury
	· Ensure bikes are safe for use. 
· Bike safety check conducted monthly
· Bikes checked before and after use.

· Faulty bikes cordoned off until repaired and safe for use. 
· Bikes which are beyond repair are disposed (disposal form completed).   
	M
	Dynamic risk assessment



	3
	Accidents
	· Accidents associated with use of go-karts or bikes
	· Safety Talk with new users to be conducted prior to biking taking place. Staff to point out the associated risk with each bike. Staff to point out biking zones and associated risks.
· Function of cycles discussed

· Pathways to be used / point out no cycle zones and use cones to indicate these. 

· Discuss manoeuvring cycles and areas of hazard (in particular corners and verges). 
· Banking has been implemented across entire site in response to hazardous areas to reduce accidents. 

· Discuss observations with staff to avoid crashes / hitting other children.
	M
	Dynamic risk assessment



	4
	Children choose appropriate kart
	· Kart being used that is not appropriate for the child’s age and size resulting in accidents.
	· Staff aware of age guide / sizing for each kart and advise and restrict use accordingly.

· Dual seat karts should only be controlled by children 8+ due to risk of tipping.

· Staff to inform cyclists of the associated dangers of the dual seated karts to drivers. 
· Helmets are available. To date, there have been no tipping on the four-wheel karts, only the three wheel two seaters. As such, we advise helmets to be worn on the two seated trike karts.  
	
	Dynamic risk assessment

Staff to be vigilant to ensure safe use of the bikes/ go-karts

	5
	Children engage in go karting around the site
	· Tipping, crashing & bumping the karts resulting in injuries

· Heat / exhaustion

· Child injures themselves without staff being aware
· Allegations being made
	· Safety talk held with new users prior to any kart being used. Staff to detail use of the bikes. 

· Helmets are optional but especially advised on two seated trikes. 

· Staff explain how to ensure the go-karts are not tipped over. 

· Appropriate supervision in place, to ensure appropriate observation of children accessing the cycles. 

· Full centre policies and procedures followed by all play staff

· Staff have walkie-talkies to communicate any accidents. 

· Playwork qualified staff present at every session

· First aid kit and first aider present at every session

· Ice packs available. 

· Staff look out for signs of child tiring and suggest breaks.

· Water & shelter available.

· Accident reports completed after each incident / accident

· Regular reflection sessions held with staff to mitigate against any associated risks. 

· Public Liability Insurance in place.
· Site risk assessment and activity risk assessments to be adhered to at all times. 

· All accidents involving bikes are reviewed to ensure that areas / specific bikes which have caused accidents are monitored / adapted if necessary. Numerous adaptations to the paths have taken place to reduce accidents and go karts purchased reflect 10 years knowledge of go kart use on site ensuring safest karts are on offer.
	M
	Dynamic risk assessment

Staff to be vigilant to ensure safe use of the bikes/ go-karts

	6
	Storage and maintenance of bikes
	· Rusting metal causing danger of cuts and infection

· Poor maintenance of bikes creating danger to users.
· Theft of karts.

	· Bikes stored in locked waterproof under croft. 

· Bikes put away after use to avoid corrosion.

· Bikes inspected before and after use, and have regular maintenance inspections. 
· Any damage will result in the bike being withdrawn from use until repaired / disposal form completed.
	M
	

	Individual equipment risk assessment

	No
	Hazard
	Hazard/Risk Description
	Existing Control Measures
	Residual Risk

(L)(M)(H)
	Further Action Required

	7. 
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	Hazard No.
	Further Actions Required
	Planned

Completion Date
	Date Completed

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The above actions have been agreed as reasonably practicable steps to reduce risk

Manager's Signature: ________________________________________ Date:_____________

	The actions referred to above have been completed.

Manager's Signature: ________________________________________ Date:_____________


Hazard Identification Prompt Sheet

This must be used as a prompt for identifying hazards and must not be considered as a comprehensive list of all hazards that may be present.

	
	Hazard Type
	Details

	Machinery
	Crushing
	

	
	Cutting / Shearing
	

	
	Entanglement
	

	
	Drawing-in / Trapping
	

	
	Impact
	

	
	Stabbing
	

	
	Abrasion
	

	
	High Pressure
	

	
	Radiation
	

	
	Electricity
	

	Workpractice
	Highly repetitive actions
	

	
	Stressful postures
	

	
	Lifting / Handling
	

	
	Mental Overload / Stress
	

	
	Visual fatigue
	

	
	Inadequate rest breaks
	

	Substances
	Toxic substances (fluids/gas/mist/fumes/dust)
	

	
	Corrosive substances
	

	
	Irritant/Harmful substances
	

	
	Flammable substances
	

	
	Explosive substances
	

	
	Biological hazards
	

	
	Substances harmful to environment
	

	Environment
	Hot or cold surface(s)
	

	
	Hot or cold ambient temperatures
	

	
	Poor ventilation/Risk of O2 depletion
	

	
	Confined or limited spaces
	

	
	Significant noise
	

	
	Significant vibration
	

	
	Poor lighting
	

	
	Work heights that present risks
	

	
	Slips / Trips
	

	
	Vehicles
	

	Human Factors
	Inconsistent application of rules
	

	
	Low levels of supervision/monitoring
	

	
	Poor communication
	

	
	Poor information
	

	
	Lack of knowledge
	

	
	Poor training
	

	
	Lack of experience
	



